
Everyone has a role at Gordon Parks  

Elementary School!  

We want you to volunteer your time and 

  talents to help our students grow! 

Gordon Parks Elementary School engages community volunteers to provide caring and consistent support to 

our students and staff.  Our volunteers are helping to improve urban education in Kansas City. 

 

We need your help with: 

 Classroom volunteers.  There are a variety of ways for 

volunteers to engage in the classroom and the role of 

the volunteer varies depending on the classroom needs.   

 Mentors.  A mentor is assigned to a student at Gordon 

Parks and will meet with the assigned student 

frequently and consistently as a role model during the 

lunch hour or other special times throughout the week 

that are convenient and helpful for the student. This is a 

powerful relationship as it is the goal of the mentor 

program to establish a long-standing, stable, positive influence for the student. 

 Do you have a special talent to volunteer?  These special talents might include graphics design, 

landscaping, photography or website design to name only a few.  Everyone has a talent and is valued at 

Gordon Parks Elementary School. 

 Small group volunteers. Do you have a small group and want to come spend time with the students?  

We have designated days and opportunities for a small group of 

volunteers (usually less than 20) to work with the students in 

the classroom. These are scheduled and managed on a case-by-

case basis depending on the classroom schedules and requests of 

the volunteer group. 

 Be part of a group volunteer.  There are opportunities to 

volunteer as part of a large company or organizational group.  

These are scheduled and managed on a case-by-case basis 

depending on the roles and requests of the group and the school. 

 

We are looking forward to working with you!  Email Abbie Plummer 

at aplummer@gpes.org to get involved or call her at 816.753.6700. 



Mentors are critical to our students! 

It’s a long-standing tradition to recruit and facilitate a mentor program at 

Gordon Parks Elementary School. This group of special people is recruited 

to serve as a positive role model to students in K-4.  The mentor may be 

new to the GPES community or may be a long-standing, loyal supporter. 

Here are some things to consider as part of the mentor program: 
 The mentor will need to be willing to meet with the student on a 

regular basis…once per week or once every other week is ideal.  
Schedules and adjustments are made based on the goals of the 
mentor. 

 The mentor will meet with the student during the student’s lunch 

Benefits: 
Mentors actively contribute to the success of a student.  They develop a lasting relationship with a student in 
need of friendship and guidance, and share knowledge and experiences with a captive audience. 
 
Time Commitment: 
Mentors meet with their student on a weekly or bi-weekly basis (every two weeks) or can be adjusted based 
on pre-arrangements between the mentor and the Director of Community Engagement.  In general, these 
meetings take place over the lunch hour and always on school grounds. 
 
Requirements: 
Mentors must be at least 21 years of age.  A mentor must complete the following steps: 
 Volunteer application 
 Liability waiver form 
 Social Security/DOB form 
 Background check (online) through FCSR 
 Criminal record check (online) through MACHS 
 
Training:  Mentors are encouraged to attend a training or a meeting with the Volunteer Coordinator prior 
to working one-on-one with the student.  This training is an overview of the program and a discussion about 
student assignments. 

 The mentor will conduct all engagement with the student onsite at GPES. 
 The mentor is not required to bring lunch for the student.  In fact, we recommend the mentor only bring 

lunch for the student on special or rewarded days. 
 The mentor is required to complete a background check and a criminal record check that will cost the vol-

unteer approximately $60.  These forms and processes are required to be complete before participation 
can be approved. 

 In order to protect our volunteers and our school community, a volunteer (mentor or classroom of any 

kind) will never be a permitted to be alone with a student without being monitored or supervised in some 

fashion. 

 The mentor is expected to contact GPES if he/she is unable to make the weekly appointment.  Likewise, 
GPES will contact the mentor in the event of a student’s inability to meet. 

 There are a variety of other opportunities to meet with your student throughout the week...the commu-
nity meeting in the morning or other times that may be unique to a schedule are also appropriate and 
can be arranged.  The lunch hour is not the only time during the day that is available.  




